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Local author
“Three Dragons
Doomed,” by Keith
Donnelly
ABOUT THE BOOK: Donald
Youngblood is back. Once again,
the hard-nosed East Tennessee
private investigator proves he is
more about justice and fair play
than the law. In his latest adventure, Don — “Blood” to his close
friends — continues to find trouble as he juggles two cases, one
that threatens to get him killed.
Following “Three Deuces
Down,” “Three Days Dead,”
“Three Devils Dancing” and
“Three Deadly Drops,” the fifth
Donald Youngblood Mystery
stretches Youngblood’s abilities
on both his professional and
personal sides.
Somewhere outside the small town
of Saddle Boot,
W.Va., a bulldozer
uncovers
a
long-buried body.
Only four living
people know it’s
the
body
of
drifter Johnny
Cross. But Johnny Cross was
not who he appeared to be.
In the early
morning hours a few
days later, in Mountain Center,
Tenn., a body is dumped in a
downtown back alley, a young
female dead less than 24 hours.
Over the next few weeks two
more dead females turn up in
East Tennessee. A serial killer
with an unusual signature is on
the loose.
The only thing that connects
these events is Private Investigator
Donald
Youngblood.
Youngblood knows the identity
of the dead body in West Virginia. Furthermore, the dead
girls dumped in East Tennessee
are a personal message to him
from a disturbed serial killer. A
new and deadly game has begun.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Keith Donnelly grew up in Johnson
City, where he attended Science
Hill high school and East Tennessee State University, graduating with a degree in Economics. During his childhood,
his parents owned part interest
in the Sevier Theatre Corp. that
included two movie theaters in

downtown
Johnson City,
as well as
one in Jonesborough and
the Skyline
Drive-In theatre. Donnelly’s interest
in
writing
detective ficDONNELLY
tion
stemmed from those early film
noir private eye movies.
In 1970, Keith married Tessa
Marshall, a native of Kingsport.
Keith and Tessa met while they
both were employed by
Kingsport Press. During their
residence in Kingsport, Keith
was very active with the
Kingsport Jaycees. After four
years of marriage, the Donnellys
moved to Connecticut,
where Keith commuted into New
York
City
from
1974-1992 as a sales
representative before
moving back to his native Tennessee.
In 1992 the Donnellys moved to Gatlinburg, where he opened
a sales office to work
with Southern publishers. After writing “Three
Deuces
Down”
and
“Three Days Dead,” Donnelly retired to pursue a
full-time writing career. He is
currently working on the sixth
book in the Donald Youngblood
Mystery Series.
HOW TO PURCHASE: All
books in the series can be purchased at Dirtwerks Clay and
Art Gallery, 119 E. Market St., in
downtown Kingsport.
Donnelly will be the guest
speaker at the Kingsport Civitan
Club’s Oct. 16 meeting at noon at
Golden Corral on North Eastman Road and will also sign
copies of his books at noon, Nov.
28 at Books-A-Million in
Kingsport and from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., Dec. 12 and 13 during the
Holiday Book Fair at the
Kingsport Town Center.
For more information on
Donnelly and the Donald
Youngblood Mystery Series, visit the series’ website at
www.donaldyoung
bloodmysteries.com and Face
book
page
at
www.face
book.com/DonaldYoungblood
Mysteries .

Darkness, longing connect characters
By LEANNA BALES
The Kansas City Star

“Lovely, Dark, Deep” by Joyce Carol Oates;
Harper Collins (420 pages, $25.99)
The roadside shrine is like so many: plastic
flowers wound on the cross, silver foil, laminated photographs.
“And hanging from the crossbar is one of
my sneakers — size 12, Nike.”
Note the “my.”
Joyce Carol Oates is back with her latest
collection, “Lovely, Dark, Deep,” which has a
little bit of everything — characters spanning
ages, classes and experiences. She has a reputation for being prolific, producing at least one
book every year for most of her career.
Teenagers grapple with death for the first
time, dates turn nightmarish, an adulterous
relationship begins and ends with an antique
clock, and a couple becomes consumed with
another family in the neighborhood. Although
the characters and situations vary, a common
but powerful thread remains — the darkness
and longing in people searching for connection.
In “Forked River Roadside Shrine, South
Jersey,” forever-17-year-old Kevie now haunts
the place of his fatal car wreck where family
and friends have built a roadside shrine. Fragments of his life mingle with the hodgepodge
of people visiting his shrine.
They range from former teachers; to girls
from his high school taking cellphone photos;

to his grieving, flawed mother; to his younger
brother, Teddy, who bikes out to the site and
reminds Kevie of his failures. Teddy also
brings Kevie hope that his little brother might
go down a different road, so to speak.
As the shrine becomes more overgrown,
damp and forgotten, his ghost begins to shed
some of his anger and gains the wisdom he
didn’t have during his life. His “spirit is being
refined. Like in the quarry, the marble is removed from the rock surrounding it.”
“Lovely, Dark, Deep” begins with a young
English instructor, Evangeline Fife, interviewing Robert Frost at the Bread Loaf Writers
Conference in 1951 when Frost is 77 years old.
Fife, early on, is the quintessential naive interviewer, with few hints that she is something
much more. Fife lobs easy questions to presumably “draw from the poet quotable
quotes.”
Once Fife gets the quotes she needs, her
line of questioning becomes “a sharp little
blade, to be inserted into the fatty flesh of the
poet, between the ribs” and the interview
turns into an unwilling interrogation, almost a
dissection of the man. Frost’s “breath came
audibly and harshly. You could sense the old,
enlarged heart beating in his chest like a maddened fist as in the throes of a combative sexual encounter at which the poet in his inviolable maleness did not intend to fail.”
The narrator morphs into something closer
to a demon from Frost’s imagination.
“Patricide” is by far the longest and the sole

story in the fourth section. It features Lou-Lou,
who cares for her capricious elderly father,
Roland Marks, a literary genius. Although he
was married and divorced five times,
Lou-Lou’s “fate was, Roland Marks had always
loved (her) best of all his children.”
Enter Cameron, a 24-year-old Ph.D. candidate who “shivered with the intensity of an
Italian greyhound.” As Roland’s assistant, she
begins to replace Lou-Lou in his life.
Lou-Lou’s jealousy translates into an obsession with tending to his empty home when he
and Cameron travel, causing her own career
as a university dean to disintegrate.
With a title of “Patricide,” predictably
Roland dies. In the absence of his overwhelming presence comes a changing relationship
between Lou-Lou and Cameron that becomes
the most surprising and satisfying.
Ten stories, structured into four sections,
have a range of subjects and points of view
while at the same time probing the innate insecurity in the lives of ordinary people, particularly ordinary people in the shadow of those
society deems geniuses.
In the first half the stories seem only tangentially related, but midway through there is
a clarity of vision that make it impossible to set
aside.
For readers who are already familiar with
Oates, this book will not disappoint. For readers who are looking for an introduction, this
collection is difficult to dive into but gains momentum to a satisfying finish.

No lie: Ryan’s ‘Truth
Be Told’ gets it all right
By JEFF AYERS
Associated Press

“Truth Be Told” (Forge), by
Hank Phillippi Ryan
Hank Phillippi Ryan’s latest
entry to feature investigative reporter Jane Ryland showcases
the author’s ability to balance
humor, gripping drama, romance and contemporary issues.
In “Truth Be Told,” Ryland is
investigating families who have
lost their homes due to foreclosure. While onsite at a house that
a bank is taking away from a family, Ryland sees police and then
the medical examiner arrive.
When Detective Jake Brogan arrives on the scene, Ryland realizes there’s been a homicide.
Brogan and Ryland are secretly dating. Their relationship
needs to be kept under wraps

because of potential conflict of
interest. Their feelings make it
difficult to do their jobs effectively and spend any time together. Is their relationship
doomed? Can they work on the
same case — or even be in the
same room?
While the murder puts them
together working side by side,
Brogan receives a confession
from a man claiming to be responsible for the murder of a
young girl years earlier. This
cold case has plagued Brogan,
and while it would be great to
have resolution, he can’t shake
the feeling that the man isn’t
guilty. But what would make the
man confess to a crime he didn’t
commit?
Ryan juggles a lot of story elements, and she nails them all in
this high-quality reading adventure.

Bestsellers
Here are the best-sellers for the week that ended Sunday, Sept. 21, compiled from data
from independent and chain bookstores, book wholesalers and independent distributors
nationwide, powered by Nielsen BookScan © 2014, The Nielsen Co.
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Edge of Eternity,” by Ken Follett. Dutton ($36)
2. “Personal,” by Lee Child. Delacorte ($28)
3. “Somewhere Safe with Somebody Good,” by Jan Karon. Putnam
($27.95)
4. “Festive in Death,” by J.D. Robb. Putnam ($27.95)
5. “Bones Never Lie,” by Kathy Reichs. Bantam ($27)
6. “The Eye of Heaven,” by Cussler/Blake. Putnam ($28.95)
7. “Mean Streak,” by Sandra Brown. Grand Central ($26)
8. “All the Light We Cannot See,” by Anthony Doerr. Scribner ($27)
9. “The Bone Clocks,” by David Mitchell. Random House ($30)
10. “The Paying Guests,” by Sarah Waters. Riverhead ($28.95)
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. “Killing Patton,” by O’Reilly/Dugard. Henry Hold ($30)
2. “Act Like a Success, Think Like a Success,” by Steve Harvey.
Amistad ($25.99)
3. “Jesus on Trial,” by David Limbaugh. Regnery ($27.99)
4. “13 Hours,” by Mitchell Zuckoff. Hachette/Twelve. ($28)
5. “The All-Day Energy Diet,” by Yuri Elkaim. Hay House ($25.95)
6. “Guinness World Records 2015,” by Guinness World Records.
Guinness World Records ($28.95)
7. “What If?” by Randall Munroe. HMH ($24)
8. “Zero to One,” by Peter Thiel. Crown Business ($27)
9. “What I Know for Sure,” by Oprah Winfrey. Flatiron ($24.99)
10. “Unphiltered,” by Phil Robertson. S&S/Howard ($25.99)

$

COUPON FOR IN-STORE OR ONLINE USE!

KINGSPORT
E. Stone Dr. at N. Eastman Rd.
East Stone Commons Shopping Center
(423) 246-2118

Morristown
S. Davy Crockett Pkwy. & College Park Dr.
Crockett Square Shopping Center
(423) 587-5083

Coupon
Code:

$

Coupon

Coupon

e Item at Regular Pric e
On

Offer good for one item at regular price only.
One coupon per customer per day. Must present coupon at time of purchase.
Offer is not valid with any other coupon, discount or previous purchase.
Excludes CRICUT® products, Tim Holtz® Vagabond™ Machine, Silhouette CAMEO® Machine,
candy, helium tanks, gift cards, custom orders, special orders, labor, rentals or class fees.
A single cut of fabric or trim “by the yard” equals one item.
Online fabric & trim discount is limited to 10 yards, single cut.

$

Cash Value 1/10¢.

$

